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Abstract
Asian sea bass (lates calcarifer) is potentially culture species in Iranian earthen ponds. In
addition to rapid growth and the ability to adapt in different environmental conditions, this
species has demand in domestic and foreign markets. In this study, Asian sea bass with a mean
weight of 20.65 + 0.36 gr with a density of 3500 were distributed in three earthen 0.5 ha
shrimp farms in Khuzestan province. The temperature and salinity were recorded 27.36 °C and
18.66 ppt, respectively. At the end of 135 days cultivation, the survival rate was 85%, growth
performance as: final weight, specific growth rate and condition factor were 474.71 + 7.55 g,
2.29 £ 0.03 and 1.34 + 0.16, respectively and nutrient efficiency as: protein efficiency ratio
and the feed conversion ratio were 0.22 = 0.05 and 0.98 * 0.02, respectively. The results of
this study indicate that this species show the high growth in Khuzestan province. Introduction
of this species can contribute to the stability of the aquaculture industry by increasing the
species diversity.
Key words: Brackish water, earthen pond, growth performance, Lates calcarifer



